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Detroit Conference Update
The PR World Takes a Road Trip to the UD"

By Ashley L. Lott

Road trips and driving are not unfanHQr%[o those of us living in the Motor City.
Detroit area PR students are now inviting stuWfientsfrom across the country to take a ride

with them - at "Driven to Distinction," the ~IPUbliC Relations Student Society of

America (PRSSA) National Confj;\S.ncc, Whi8s place in the heart ofthe "D" mmFriday, Octob~r 24, to.Tuesda~, q8ffA\1:~.!t' ~n-aer~nce runs concurrent withthe 2008 PublIc RelatIOns Soclet)t om.erttJ }:..RoSl<\.. ernatlOnal Conference.

See Conference Update, pg 3

Looking Back
Alumni Reception to celebrate PRSSA history

By Ashley Lott

The Conference winds down with a special tribute to the founders of the EMU
and WSU PRSSA chapters. This Alumni Reception will be held Tuesday, October 28, at
The Courtyard Marriott. It takes the place ofWSU's Public Relations Student Society of
America (PRSSA) Luncheon which is held annually at the end of April. "We thought this
was an ideal time to take a look back at our two Chapters, and to celebrate where they
were, and most importantly, where we are all headed," said Dr. Shelly Najor.
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WSU PRSSA Chapter Founder James Measell and EMU PRSSA Chapter
Founder Eleanor Wright are graciously hosting this reception that brings together alumni,
professionals and students for an afternoon of mingling, munching and celebrating. "We
want to take a moment and step back, to remember and pay tribute to the two who made
all of this possible for us today," said Kim Bonnell, former WSU PRSSA president.

The WSU Department of Communication will also take this occasion to recog
nize its scholarship award recipients. The event includes a silent auction featuring items
donated by Metro-Detroit area businesses and families. All proceeds will subsidize cur
rent PRSSA members in their transition to PRSA.



PRSSA in New York

By Melinda Kovacs

At the beginning of April, nine Wayne State public relations students were given the opportu
nity to go to New York City, compliments of an anonymous donor. During this "field trip," students
visited Hunter Public Relations, Hill & Knowlton, Flieshman-Hillard International Communications
and PRSSA National Headquarters.

\Vhile visiting the agencies, the student team was able to compare how New York public rela
tions firms differ from those in Detroit. The firms ranged in size, clientele and style, offering students
a variety of perspectives. PRSSA National Headquarters showed the students how PRSSA and
PRSA participation is essential in having a successful experience during college and a career thereaf
ter.

The schedules during their stay were packed with early morning agency tours and evenings
were filled with sightseeing. The students were able to exper}ence the "New York lifestyle" by partic
ipating in the jam-packed subways during the morning rush hour and then enjoying some of the local
treats, such as the famous New York-style cheesecake at local restaurants in late afternoon. New York
City gave each of the nine students a taste of big-city life and memories for a lifetime!

PRSSA students pose at PRSA National Headquarters in New York City. Front row, left to right: Jasmin Nadalizadeh, Kathy King,
Melinda Kavoes, Norma Barba. Baek row, left to right: Wendy Targus, Steven Haynes, Kim Bonnell, Jared Bryan, Brian Maguire.
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Conference Update, continued

Since last October, the Conference Team has spent hours securing speakers, planning special events, fundrais
ing and coordinating sessions. "This has been a tremendous professional development opportunity for these students.
Throughout all of the planning and coordinating, which at times seemed almost overwhelming, they carried themselves
with a level of maturity and steadfastness that many seasoned professionals never reach," said WSU PRSSA Faculty
Advisor Shelly Najor.

The conference kicks off early on Friday, October 24 with the PR Apprentice Competition, where participants
will vie for a chance to work hand-in-hand with a non-profit organization to gain knowledge of the commitment that is
essential to future success when resources are scarce.

Student sessions and workshops begin on Saturday and conclude on Tuesday. A career development exhibition,
resume workshop, and event planning seminar are just a few of the sessions available to registrants.

Sessions feature guest speakers such as Mary Henige, APR, director of executive and strategic communication
for General Motors Corporation, Richard Martin, vice president of advancement for Lutheran Social Services of
Michigan, and Detroit native, Mitch Alborn, author of "The Five People You Meet In Heaven," just to name a few.

As always, all trips must come to an end. This experience will hopefully turn the pages on the negativity recently
surrounding our city. Instead, it will remind residents, and our guests, of the rich history, diverse culture, and successful
future this unwavering, indestructible city has to offer. Can't wait!

_\II .~-!

This summer PRSSA students helped restore Detroit Cristo Rey High School for their grand
opening this September. Here, executive board members Jared Bryan and Liz Trudeau put
the finishing touches on the school's science lab.
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Meet The New Officers

Liz Trudeau - Member at Large

Liz hopes to maintain a constant com
munication between the executive board

and the rest of the group and also to help
members become more involved. Pro

fessionally, her interests lie in politics.
She ultimately hopes to become a press
secretary for a local government official
in a large city. Aside from career goals,
she enjoys running, learning Detroit
history, and cheering on Detroit sports
teams! She's looking forward to taking
on an active role in the PRSSA!

Kayla Rice - Secretary
Kayla is a senior at WSU majoring in

public relations and minoring in Spanish.
She's currently working with the Institute
for Information Technology and Culture at
Wayne State doing some public relations
work promoting a speaker series. She's
from the west side of the state, but cur
rently resides right off campus. She enjoys
living here in Detroit and attending WSu.

Jasmin N asdalizdeh - Vice President

Jasmin is currently a senior majoring in public
relations. This is her second year serving
on the e-board. Last year she served as the
secretary and treasurer. After graduation she
hopes to pursue a career tying in her PR skill
set with the music industry. She is very enthu
siastic about this year's PRSSA possibilities
and excited to see the great things the chapter
is accomplishing.

Jessica is a senior at Wayne State. She is a charis
matic, outgoing and thoughtful person who loves
to meet new people and try new things. She is
a very determined student, who believes she is
destined to do great things.

Jessica Padgett - Events Coordinator

Norma Barba - Historian

Norma is a senior at Wayne State University majoring in public relations. She is ready to
learn more about PRSSA and inform current and future students who wish to pursue a career
in public relations. This is why she is helping out with the PRSSA National Conference in
October. After graduating she hopes to gain experience in many different PR jobs including
media relations, international public relations, sports public relations and public affairs.

Jared is a senior public relations stu
dent graduating in May of 2009. He
currently serves as the Communica
tions Director for the PRSSA 2008 Na

tional Conference. Jared has enjoyed
serving as last year's vice president
and looks forward to bringing an excit
ing and fun-filled year as president.
After graduation Jared hopes to work
in corporate public relations.

Jared Bryan - President

Amanda Trybon - Treasurer

Amanda is a senior public relations
major at WSU. Upon graduation, she
hopes to work in the hotel, entertain
ment or health industry. She is also
a member of Alpha Gamma Delta
and recently received a grant to study
abroad in Poland for two weeks. She

enjoys traveling, writing and going to
concerts in her free time.
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National Assembly in San Diego

Wayne State PRSSA members bond with students from other chapters at the National Assembly in San Diego

By Kim Bonnell

Each year, members from every PRSSA Chapter join the National Assembly to vote in the new National
Committee. This year, Assembly was held in March in San Diego and members from the 2008 Conference Committee
were invited to make a presentation about the excitement awaiting everyone in Detroit.

Wayne State's delegate and member of the E-board, Steven Haynes; Eastern Michigan's President and Con
ference Coordinator, Bre Mckamie; Sara Williams, Eastern's delegate and the Conference Program Director; and
myself, President of Wayne State PRSSA and Conference Coordinator, all attended the Assembly and prepared the
presentation.

Assembly kicked off with different sessions directed by members of the National Committee. These sessions
specifically addressed problems faced by PRSSA Chapters, team building and the transition from PRSSA to PRSA.
This allowed members to openly discuss their hopes and concerns for their individual chapters, as well as offer advice
to others.

The Delegates spent all of Saturday listening to potential members explain their qualifications for the National
Committee. The very formal affair led to great candidates and a great National Committee for 2008.

On Sunday, the farewell breakfast led to what most considered the most unique and exciting presentation for
a National Conference. We started with some new-school Detroit rock and ended with the classics of Motown. Mem

bers from the National Committee and delegates alike were dancing on stage with us- creating a large buzz around
what is awaiting them in Detroit.

National Assembly was a definite eye opener for each of us. We met people and learned things that we will
never forget. As we gear up for National Conference, we are excited to see our friends again and utilize all of the
things that we have learned.
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Alumni News
Let s take a moment to recognize graduates of Wayne State spublic relations program and see
where they are now.....

Mary Arraff is a graduate ofWSU's Public Relations and Organizational Communications Master's Program and a past member
of PRSSA. She currently works as a communications specialist for Asset Acceptance Capital Corporation (AACC) and is a member
of PRSA. Asset Acceptance was awarded a 2008 Renaissance Award by the International Association of Business Communicators
Detroit Chapter. The award recognizes excellence in strategic communication programs, projects or campaigns defined by a commu
nication strategy.

Robert Doyle graduated ITom WSU in 2007 with his M.A. in Public Relations and Organizational Communication. He also has a
B.S. in Environmental Engineering from Michigan Technological University. He is the Marketing & Communications Manager at EQ
- The Environmental Quality Company in Wayne, Michigan.

Jennifer Greenfelder is a 2004 graduate ofWSU's Public Relations Program. She works as an account executive for Bianchi
Public Relations. Her public relations activities involve work for several of the firm's clients including American Iron and Steel Insti
tute; NxtGen Emission Controls; RDA Group; Seton Company, and TRW Automotive. She is also a member of the Automotive Press
Association and the Detroit Chapter ofPRSA, where she serves as co-chair of the organization's New Professionals Committee.

Jessica A. Killenberg, APR, is Vice
President of account services at Bianchi
Public Relations. She oversees a number

of the firm's accounts, as well as contrib
uting to new business development ef
forts. While at the firm, she has managed
award-winning media relations campaigns
for the Children's Home of Detroit and
Johnson Controls. Jessica has been ac

tively involved in the Detroit chapter of
PRSA and is currently serving on the orga
nization's board. She also serves as an ad

junct instructor at Wayne State University.

Allison McMahon has a B.A. in

Public Relations (2003) and an M.A.
in PR and Organizational Communica
tions (2005) from WSU. She works for
Union Gas Ltd - A Spectra Energy Cor
poration, as a coordinator of corporate
events and trade shows. As coordina

tor, she is in charge of developing, plan
ning and executing various events and
trade shows for the entire organization.

Bridgette LaRose graduated from WSU in 2005 with a B.A. in public relations. She works at DENSO International America as a
Senior Communications Specialist. She is a former president ofWSU's PRSSA Chapter and is now Co-Chair ofPRSA's New Profes
sional's Committee. She also serves as co-chair for the PRSA International Conference Hospitality Committee.

Rebecca D. Lee graduated in 2005 and currently owns Portabella PR and Marketing Professional Consulting Firm. She recently
moved to Atlanta, Georgia, and is looking to expand her company to offer management training workshops and a few workforce
development programs. She is also attending the University of Phoenix online for an MBA in Human Resources. She has four sons;
Jerahmiah, age 15, Chris, age 13, and twins, Zion and Zackery, age 4.

Lua Meave graduated with an M.A. in Public Relations and Organizational Communications from WSU in May 2008. She has
been working for Eaton Corporation's Marketing Communications Department in the truck division since April 2008 where she previ
ously intemed. She has been working with the company's Hybrid product line and was recently involved in a press event that hosted
the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, Stephen Johnson, and congressman Fred Upton.

Heather Monaghan graduated from WSU in 2006. She is currently an assistant account executive at Weber Shandick working
onsite at the General Motors Heritage Center. Previously, she worked for Casey Communications and Clear!Blue Communications.
She is involved with PRSA, serving on the opening night committee for the 2008 conference. She is also on the public relations and
marketing committee for the Michigan Council of Women in Technology.
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Alumni News, continued

Jessica Pipkins is a graduate ofWSU's public relations program. Here in Detroit, she was a member of the Super Bowl XL media
relations team while working as an advertising sales account executive for Wayne's South End student newspaper. She later joined
the Metrotimes marketing and promotions team. She has also worked extensively in New York City. Recently, Ms. Pipkins started
her own full-service communications company, Pipkins Communications. Currently, she works for Jerry Thomas Public Relations in
Chicago and ueelances for Woman's Day Magazine.

Jenny Powell recently joined the Wayne State University School of Business Administration as director of marketing and com
munications. She is responsible for market strategy, web communications, media relations and other marketing-related functions. Prior
to joining WSU, she was director of communications at the YMCA of Metropolitan Detroit. Powell completed a master's degree in
communication at Wayne State in 2007.

Jason Rzucidlo is the Owner and Web Designer of AmericaJR.com. As one of Detroit's most popular websites, it features news,
sports, entertainment and contests. Rzucidlo also serves as its news, advertising and general affairs editor.

Karah· Street provides account
management and day-to-day support
for a number of Strat@comm clients.
She assists with strategic communica
tions development, implementation
and evaluation. In 2007, Karah earned
a Master of Arts degree in public
relations and organizational commu
nication from Wayne State University.
She is also a graduate of Michigan
State University where she earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in advertis
ing. She also serves as Chair of the
PRSA-Detroit Web site committee.

Melissa Thrasher began
her new post as communica
tions director for the American

Heart Association in mid-July.
Thrasher was the public rela
tions specialist for the Southeast
Michigan Community Alliance,
where she handled publicity on
behalf of Michigan Works! and
other human service programs.
Thrasher completed her Master
of Arts from Wayne State Uni
versity in December, 2007.

Katerina Paskaris graduated uom
WSU's public relations program in 2007
and works for Urban Science as a Com

munications Specialist. She is currently in
graduate school at WSU pursuing an M.A.
in Organizational Communications and PRo

Nicole M. Young graduated from
WSU in 2007 with an MFA in The

atre Management and is currently the
Audience and Community Develop
ment Coordinator for New WORLD

Theater, a multicultural theater com
pany in residence at the University
of Massachusetts-Amherst. Her job
consists of public/media relations,
community engagement, educational
outreach and fundraising. She is also
a columnist for "An African Ameri

can Point of View," a community
based newspaper distributed in Mas
sachusetts and Connecticut. As a

writer and performance poet, Nicole
performs frequently in venues across
Western Massachusetts. While a

member ofPRSSA, Nicole served as
the Newsletter Editor (2004 - 2007).

7



PR in Control
Debra Lacey Shares PR Experiences with Wayne State Students

By Aaron Miranov

Debra Lacey, communications manager at Johnson Controls, came to
Wayne State University to speak to a room of more than 40 public rela
tions students last winter term. Lacey is a PRSA member and graduate of
the public relations program at Wayne State. Lacey has been at Johnson
Controls, a leading supplier of automotive seating, electronics and interi
ors for more than nine years and has really taken a liking to the corporate
world ofPR.

Lacey shared many aspects of corporate PR with the students. Every
morning an employee newsletter blast is sent through e-mail that contains
articles of interest concerning Johnson Controls and the industry. Feature
Iwriting is also an important part of corporate PRo Lacey's examples
included a news release highlighting an automotive interior accessory
hat held Kleenex boxes. In addition, she also discussed a news release
hat promoted a concept vehicle that the company created with toy maker

LEGO that received great press from various news outlets.

Crisis control is also a large part of corporate PRo
"It's a bigger part of my job than I'd like it to be at times," Lacey said.
Lacey explained how most crisis management situations are unexpected, need immediate attention and require

executive notification and involvement. The largest problems of the last few years at Johnson Controls have been
labor interruptions and plant closures. Lacey stressed to students that during times of crisis employees must be con
sistently informed and should be briefed about incidents before it's reported by any media outlet. Lacey also noted the
importance of a timely press conference and media statement in response to a crisis situation so the public is able to
hear the company's side of the story.

The evolution of the press kit was also addressed by Lacey in the presentation. It was evident Johnson Con
trols press kits have come a long way in nine short years. The condensed press kits contained a folder of printed
information, notebook, and a CD. Many members of the media were throwing away the printed copies of the news
releases and fact sheets, and only keeping the CD. To counter this problem, the next series of press kits were mini
disks. Today, the Johnson Controls press kit can be found within a USB drive, containing all necessary information for
the media.

Branding and advertising also find their place within corporate PRo Lacey said a branding campaign which
included the changing of the Johnson Controls logo was done during the last year. Lacey described branding as, "who
we are and where are we heading." To decide on the new Johnson Controls logo, internal and external focus groups
were formed to discuss logos and overall impressions of Johnson Controls. Lacey described advertising as, "how to
get the message out."

Johnson Controls relayed its message about the branding campaign internally and externally. Internally, they
launched the new brand during a corporate-wide employee event. The company also provided employees with several
communications tools to help them learn about the new brand, including an on-line brand center, and an employee
handbook and video. Externally, they conducted an event in New York and several news releases that were posted on
the company's web site.

Immediately following the presentation, Lacey took questions from the students and offered helpful advice.
Lacey suggested students volunteer to write, get involved in professional organizations, and do as many internships as
possible.

"Everyday is different, you never know what your day will bring," Lacey concluded.
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Photostories From New York
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"New York City is one of the most beautiful cities in the entire
world. To experience the city, the people, was amazing ...we
learned so much about public relations, different agencies and
ourselves .. .it was definately unforgettable." - Kim Bonnell

e. '.

"This experience has shown how much of an asset student orga
nizations are for us. Through our WSU PRSSA Chapter we had
the opportunity to see how the functions of PR are practiced in a
fast-paced city such as NYC. It was a great experience that gave
us a taste of what the future may hold." - Jasmin Nadalizadeh

"Visiting New York was one of the best experiences I've
had at Wayne State. We were incredibly fortunate to have
such an amazing opportunity." -Wendy Targus

"New York City is amazing! It is really vibrant and ever
changing. It reminds me much of why I love public relations.
Every experience is always different." -Jared Bryan



Learning to Lead
By Jared Bryan

Stephanie Scheer and Jared Bryan at the first an
nual PRSSA leadership rally

I think I finally understand what people mean by dry heat!
Traveling to Arizona was a great experience. I was able to enjoy the
sunny weather and learn about my role as president of our PRSSA
Chapter. Seventy presidents from across the country joined together to
discuss what it means to lead and how we can be successful throughout
the next year.

This first annual Leadership Rally was hosted by Melissa
Cshuran and Brandi Boatner, our immediate past and present National
Presidents. During the first day we participated in sessions to discuss
leadership and what it means to lead instead of manage. On our second
day we gathered with Chapters of similar size and discussed the strug
gles and successes we have had over the last few years, and looked for
solutions to the problems and suggestions for improvement.

Meeting people from across the country was very beneficial. I
see these relationships being helpful in the future. After I have seen the
rewards of meeting people at the Leadership Rally I only look forward
to enjoying the PRSSA 2008 National Conference. GO DETROIT!

Congratulations To...
Aaron Miranov - Recipient of a Renee M. Abraham-Harries Endowed Scholarship

Kayla Rice - Recipient of a Renee M. Abraham-Harries Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Kim Bonnell- Recipient of the Jeannine Gregory Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Jared Bryan - Recipient of the Michael and Judy Layne Annual Scholarship

Craig LaPoint - Recipient of an Activity Award

Steven Haynes - Recipient of an Activity Award

Special thanks to

Herman off Public Relations

For sponsoring the printing of this year's newsletter
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